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Local companies 
recognized as  
industry leaders

By Jennifer Champagne
Managing Editor

Webster Marble, a pioneering 
inventor and outdoorsman, left 
an indelible mark on Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula through 
his innovations and dedication 
to quality craftsmanship.

Born in 1854 in Milwaukee, 
Marble later moved with his 
family to Vassar and then to 
Frankfort, a small town on the 
shores of Lake Michigan.

Marble’s journey from those 
humble beginnings to becom-
ing a prolific patent holder and 
influential figure in the outdoor 
industry reflected both ingenu-
ity and entrepreneurial spirit.

Marble’s early life was 
shaped by his father, Lansing 
Marble, who was also an inven-
tor. He instilled in Webster a 
love for the outdoors and a 
keen sense of curiosity. That 
influence would guide Marble 
throughout his life and career.

After spending his formative 
years exploring the wilderness 
and learning survival skills, 
Marble ventured into various 
trades, honing his abilities as 
a machinist and blacksmith. 
Those early experiences laid 
the groundwork for his future 
as an inventor.

Marble’s entrepreneurial 
journey began in 1898 with the 
founding of Gladstone Manu-
facturing Co. in the U.P. com-
munity that would become the 
heart of his business empire. 
The company primarily pro-
duced gun sights.

His breakthrough came with 
the Marble Safety Axe Co., 
where his Safety Pocket Axe 
— featuring a retractable blade 
shield — became a blockbuster 
product. Success at the New 
York Sportsmen’s Show con-
firmed the product’s popularity, 
prompting a name change that 
closely associated the company 
with the Safety Axe and Marble 
himself.

With an expanding range of 
successful outdoor products, 
including the Ideal Knife, 

Waterproof Match Safe 
and Game Getter Gun, 
Marble rebranded the 
company one final time as 
Marble Arms and Manu-
facturing Co. to reflect its 
broadening scope.

The company’s loca-
tion in Gladstone was 
strategic, providing 
access to abundant natural 
resources and a commu-
nity that valued outdoor 
activities such as hunting 
and fishing.

Marble’s innovative 
spirit produced a range 
of outdoor tools and 
equipment that revolu-
tionized the industry. The 
products were designed with 
outdoorsmen in mind, empha-
sizing safety, durability and 
practicality.

Marble’s understanding of 
the needs of outdoor enthusiasts 
set his products apart from com-
petitors. His ability to antici-
pate and meet the demands of 
adventurers cemented his repu-
tation as a pioneering inventor 
and businessman.

Marble was a prolific inven-
tor, holding more than 60 pat-
ents throughout his career. His 
commitment to quality was 

unwavering, and he insisted on 
rigorous testing and meticulous 
craftsmanship for every prod-
uct that bore his name. That 
dedication to excellence earned 
Marble Arms a reputation for 
reliability and innovation.

One of Marble’s most signif-
icant contributions to the busi-
ness world was his progressive 
approach to labor relations. At 
a time when he employed 400 
to 500 workers, he welcomed 
unionization and implemented 
profit-sharing programs long 
before those practices became 
widespread.

Marble believed happy 
and motivated employees 
were essential to main-
taining the high standards 
of his products. That for-
ward-thinking approach 
fostered a loyal and skilled 
workforce, further enhanc-
ing the Marble Arms repu-
tation for quality.

Marble’s marketing 
strategies were ground-
breaking for his time. He 
was among the first to use 
celebrity endorsements, 
recognizing the power of 
influential figures in pro-
moting his products.

Notable endorsements 
came from famous explor-

ers, hunters, military figures and 
even American aviator Charles 
Lindbergh, lending credibility 
and allure to the Marble brand.

Marble personally wrote all 
the descriptions for his cata-
logs, infusing them with his 
passion for the outdoors and his 
products.

An astute marketer, Marble 
employed innovative tech-
niques to track the effectiveness 
of his advertising campaigns. 
He used different addresses in 

By Jennifer Champagne
Managing Editor

Deputy David Dyer has become 
a familiar face in school hallways 
across Alger County — though 
students are often quicker to ask 
about his K-9 partner than the 
deputy himself.

“If I show up for school without 
Nia, I pretty much get yelled at,” 
Dyer said with a laugh. “‘Where 
is the dog? Where is Nia?’”

For the past three years, Dyer 
has served as a school resource 
officer for Superior Central, 
Burt Township School and Au 
Train-Onota Public School 
through a state-funded grant pro-
gram coordinated with the Alger 
County Sheriff’s Office. Along-
side him is Nia, a 2-year-old Ger-
man shepherd trained to detect 
marijuana and vaping devices.

Together, the pair have become 
more than a security presence in 

local schools. Administrators say 
Dyer’s role has evolved into one 
built around relationships, trust 
and visibility — particularly in 
an era when perceptions of law 
enforcement are often shaped by 
national headlines instead of local 
interactions.

“The biggest thing is when peo-
ple think of cops, a lot of times 
it’s the negative part of it,” Dyer 

By Melissa Wentarmini
Associate Editor

The Alger County Chamber 
of Commerce recognized two 
Munising-based construction 
firms — Hall Contracting and 
Cross General Contracting — as 
its 2026 Industry Leaders of the 
Year during the chamber’s annual 
celebration May 12 at East Chan-
nel Brewing Co.

The recognition marks the 
first time the chamber has pre-
sented the honor jointly to two 
businesses in the same industry, 
a decision chamber leaders said 
reflected not only the growth of 
both companies, but also their 
shared investment in the commu-
nities they call home.

For Alger County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Kathy Reynolds, the similarities 
between the two businesses made 
the decision difficult to separate 
into a single recipient. 

Both companies began as 
family-run operations focused 
largely on residential work before 
steadily expanding into major 
commercial construction proj-
ects across the Upper Peninsula. 
Both now maintain offices in 
Marquette while keeping roots 
in Munising and remain heavily 
involved in community organiza-
tions, sponsorships and volunteer 
work throughout Alger County. 

Reynolds said the chamber ulti-
mately felt the award needed to 
reflect not only commercial suc-
cess, but also the broader role the 
businesses played in strengthen-
ing the community around them.

“You’ve got longtime residents, 
families, all doing great things,” 
Reynolds said. “They are not in 
it for the recognition at all. They 

SCHOOLS

K-9 Nia helps deputy build  
relationships with students

Courtesy of David Dyer

Nia, a 2-year-old German shepherd, helps Deputy David Dyer 
build relationships in his role as a school resource officer.

BUSINESS NEWS

Hall, Cross 
honored by 
chamber of 
commerce

See CHAMBER, Page 3

See NIA, Page 2

Innovator and icon
Webster Marble left a legacy across the outdoors industry

Photos courtesy of Webster Marble: Inventing the Outdoors Museum

The illustration above depicts the Marble Safety Axe Co. factory in Gladstone as it appeared in 
1907. Webster Marble, below, was a prolific inventor who held more than 60 patents.

See MARBLE, Page 4
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NEWS BRIEFS

Planning Commission sets 
public hearing for May 27

The Munising Planning Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing May 27 to consider three special and condi-
tional land use requests within the city.

The hearing is scheduled for 6 p.m. in the commission 
chambers at Munising City Hall, 301 E. Superior St.

John Madigan is seeking a special land use permit 
for a proposed hotel and condominium development on 
Parcel No. 051-484-014-00, which is zoned Lakeshore 
Two (L2).

Wacky Jack’s is requesting a conditional land use 
permit to operate a marijuana establishment at 220 W. 
M-28 in a commercial-zoned district.

Jason Denman is applying for a special land use per-
mit to convert the property at 601 W. Munising Ave. 
into a sporting goods store. The property is zoned Tran-
sitional (T).

Public comments may be submitted in writing to the 
city clerk’s office through the close of business the day 
before the hearing or presented in person during the 
meeting.

Sean Trudgeon is new pastor  
of United Methodist Church

Sean Trudgeon recently joined Munising United 
Methodist Church as pastor.

Trudgeon serves the congregation through worship 
leadership, pastoral care and ministry outreach while 
also serving as a DSA in the Northern Skies District as 
he works toward his local pastor license.

Church member Kim Swanberg described Trud-
geon as a compassionate and community-minded 
pastor whose ministry focuses on helping people feel 
welcomed and supported. His sermons combine scrip-
ture with personal stories and reflections on everyday 
life in the Upper Peninsula.

In addition to leading services, Trudgeon prepares 
worship and livestream materials, writes prayers and 
provides support to congregation members during dif-
ficult times.

State leaders vow to protect 
elections from interference

Michigan’s top Democratic leaders said Friday they 
will protect the state’s elections from interference, 
delays and intimidation following recent actions in 
other states and a U.S. Supreme Court ruling affecting 
federal voting protections.

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist II and Attorney 
General Dana Nessel said Michigan’s 2026 elections 
will proceed as required under federal and state law.

The statement followed the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision in Louisiana v. Callais, which removed key 
protections under the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965. Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry later suspended 
that state’s congressional elections, while Tennessee 
approved a new congressional map that eliminated its 
only majority-Black district.

“States run elections,” Benson said. “We will not 
allow anyone ... to interfere in our secure, indepen-
dent process.”

Whitmer said Michigan’s elections remain “safe, 
efficient, fair and secure,” while Nessel said the state 
“will remain secure and on schedule.”

Michigan voters approved a constitutional amend-
ment in 2018 creating the Michigan Independent Cit-
izens Redistricting Commission to draw legislative 
and congressional district maps.
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As the United States celebrates its 250th anniver-
sary as a nation, The Beacon is printing the U.S. Con-
stitution in its original wording, including the spelling 
and capitalization used at the time it was written. Here 
is this week’s selection:

Fourth Amendment
The right of the people to be secure in their per-

sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason-
able searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, 
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly 

describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized.

Constitution Corner: Let’s read our nation’s rulebook

said. “Whereas the school 
resource officer is there to 
keep the kids or the schools 
safe, but a lot of it is just 
communicating, joking 
around, just getting along 
with the kids.”

Alger County Sher-
iff Todd Brock said the 
role of a school resource 
officer goes far beyond 
enforcement.

“Our No. 1 priority at the 
sheriff’s office and as a com-
munity as a whole is to take 
care of our youth,” Brock 
said. “It’s a friendly face for 
the kids. It’s a face that we 
want the kids to be used to, 
comfortable with and know 
that law enforcement is a 
resource for them.”

Brock knows the role 
personally. Early in his 
career, he spent about a 
decade working as a school 
resource officer and DARE 
instructor.

“It was the greatest job I 
ever had,” he said.

Dyer rotates between the 
three districts during the 
week, while also teaching 
DARE classes at Munising 
Baptist School. The sched-
ule can be complicated, 
especially while balancing 
his duties as a deputy with 
the sheriff’s office, but Dyer 
said the investment has 
been worth it.

“There are times where 
it’s kind of tough,” he said. 

“But then every once in a 
while you hear those sto-
ries, or a kid says they feel 
safer when you’re there, 
and you realize you are 
making a difference.”

One of those moments 
came recently from a special 
needs student who remem-
bered Dyer mentioning his 
favorite color was red. The 
next day, the student handed 
him a carefully colored 
drawing of a red truck.

“That kind of makes you 
think, ‘OK, you are making 
a difference,’” Dyer said. 
“Those little moments are 
what kind of makes it all 
worth it.”

Administrators across 
the county say students 
have responded positively 
to both Dyer and Nia.

“I think there are a lot of 
positives,” Superior Cen-
tral Schools Principal and 
Superintendent Bill Valima 
said. “The intent of a school 
resource officer is to make 
it so that kids aren’t afraid 
to talk to a law enforcement 
officer.”

Valima said stu-
dents often seek out Nia 
specifically.

“When Nia’s not with 
him, they ask, ‘Where 
is Nia?’” Valima said. 
“They’re never like, ‘Hey, 
Deputy Dyer’s not here 
today.’”

At Burt Township 
School, Superintendent 
Kathleen Gould said Dyer 
has become “part of the 
culture of our school.”

“That visibility is import-
ant in a small town,” Gould 
said. “Students and staff 
look forward to her coming 
in. She’s more popular than 
he is.”

Gould said Nia adds 
another layer of support 
for students who may be 
struggling emotionally or 
socially.

“Even if it’s just to bring 
a smile to a kid’s face or to 
refocus them, that’s really 
important,” she said.

At Au Train-Onota 
School, Principal and 
Superintendent Bryan 
Tyner described Dyer 
as “made to be a school 
resource officer.”

“He’s super friendly. 
He’s super approachable,” 
Tyner said. “He gets down 
to the kids’ level and jokes 
around and talks. His 
interaction with the kids is 
really good.”

Tyner said Dyer’s class-
room confidence has grown 
substantially over the past 
several years.

“In the beginning, he was 
kind of the fun guy that 
would come in and do some 
lessons,” Tyner said. “Now 
his classroom manage-
ment skills have improved 
immensely, and the stu-
dents respect and respond 
to him more as a teacher.”

Ethan Van Bruggen, 
administrator of Munising 
Baptist School, said the 
DARE curriculum itself 
has also evolved.

“It’s not all just about 

drugs,” Van Bruggen said. 
“It’s about thinking prop-
erly and making good 
decisions.”

Dyer agreed, noting that 
modern DARE programs 
now focus more heavily on 
life skills, peer pressure and 
decision making.

“It’s definitely totally dif-
ferent than when we were 
going through school,” 
Dyer said.

Beyond the classroom, 
Dyer also secured emer-
gency backpacks for Alger 
County public schools 
through a 2% grant pro-
gram. The bags include 
first aid kits, flashlights 
and emergency supplies 
designed for lockdowns or 
other crisis situations.

“I realized some schools 
needed updated emer-
gency supplies and more 
standardized equipment,” 
Dyer said. “Now they have 
backpacks with first aid 
kits, flashlights and other 
essentials ready if they’re 
ever needed.”

As the original state grant 
approaches its end, local 
districts and the sheriff’s 
office are preparing to share 
costs in hopes of continuing 
the program long term.

“I hope we can continue 
with that and keep doing this 
until I’m retired,” Dyer said.

For now, Dyer said he’s 
simply grateful to be build-
ing relationships with stu-
dents one conversation — 
and one wagging tail — at 
a time.

NIA
Continued from Page 1
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do it because they like what 
they do, and they’re hard 
workers.”

Hall Contracting was 
established in 1984 by 
Tom Hall as a father-
and-son residential con-
struction company before 
gradually evolving into a 
commercial contractor 
working across hospital-
ity, retail and multifam-
ily projects throughout 
the region. Bromley Hall 
joined the company in the 
early 1990s, and today 
the business employs 
roughly 20 people with 
offices in both Munising 
and Marquette.

Although much of 
Hall Contracting’s com-
mercial work now takes 
place in larger markets 
such as Marquette, Hall 
said keeping the com-
pany based in Munising 
has remained personally 
important: “There’s a 
reason that our home 
base, our home office is 
in Munising. I grew up 
here, and that’s import-
ant to me.”

Hall said one of the 
most meaningful proj-
ects tied to the compa-
ny’s history was Munis-
ing Memorial Hospital, 
replacing the hospital 
where he was born. While 
the company has completed 
projects throughout the 
Upper Peninsula, he said 
the hospital project carried 
a different level of signifi-
cance because it connected 
the company directly back 

to the community where it 
began.

That connection to 
Munising, Hall said, also 
extends to the company’s 
broader economic impact. 
Even though much of Hall 
Contracting’s work now 
happens outside Alger 
County, the company’s 
payroll, investment and 
profits continue returning 
to the community where it 
remains headquartered.

“We live in such a small 
community but have been 
able to benefit the commu-
nity for a lot of the work 
that happens outside of 
this community,” Hall 
said.

Hall said the company’s 
long-term success ulti-
mately comes down to rep-
utation and relationships.

“I really think that it’s 
family values, being a 
family-owned contractor,” 
he said. “If you’re looking 
at doing things with integ-
rity, honesty — in such a 
small area, I don’t know 
how you could do it any 
other way.”

Cross General Con-
tracting traces its roots 
back even farther. The 
company was founded in 
1969 in Steuben by Terry 
Cross as a one-man oper-
ation run out of a two-
wheel-drive Ford pickup 
truck. Wade Cross said 
he and his brother Travis 
grew up in the company, 
going to work with their 
father as children before 
eventually taking over the 
business following Terry 
Cross’ death in a woods 

accident in 2007. Today, 
Cross General Contract-
ing employs about 65 peo-
ple and operates offices 
in both Munising and 
Marquette.

Cross described receiv-
ing the chamber recogni-
tion as both humbling and 
somewhat unexpected, 
particularly because the 
honor is being shared 
with another company he 
deeply respects.

“We believe that Hall 
Contracting fits that bill,” 
Cross said. “We are just 
honored to have been 
included in an honor with 
Hall Contracting.”

He said he and his 
brother often reflect on 
what their father would 
think if he could see the 
company today.

“The answer varies 
wildly from ‘My boys 
have lost their minds’ to 
humble, beaming pride 
that only a father can 
feel,” Cross said. “I’m 
sure that he would be 
proud.”

Cross said the company 
has intentionally tried to 
build a culture centered 
on integrity, accountabil-
ity and trust, values he 
believes matter especially 
in small communities 
where reputations follow 
companies for decades.

“We genuinely take 
true, fair and honest per-
sonally,” he said. “We 
would never shortcut a 
process or a client in order 
to make money or make a 
project successful.”

He also credited the 
company’s employees for 
much of its growth and 

reputation throughout the 
region.

“If you’re the smartest 
person in the room, you’re 
in the wrong room,” 
Cross said. “We have a 
smart, hardworking group 
of people. That is what 
makes us successful.”

Reynolds said both 
companies ultimately 
stood out not simply 
because of the scale of 
their projects, but because 
of the way they continue 
investing time, money and 
leadership back into the 
community. Leaders from 
each business actively 
serve on local boards and 

organizations while con-
tinuing to sponsor events 
and volunteer throughout 
the area. Reynolds said the 
chamber regularly hears 
positive feedback not only 
about the quality of the 
companies’ construction 
work, but also about the 
way they conduct business 
and support the communi-
ties around them.

“You’re out and about, 
you hear nothing but fantas-
tic things about both com-
panies,” Reynolds said. “It 
just makes you proud when 
people talk about the good 
work that these businesses 
are doing.”

CHAMBER
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy of Alger County Chamber of Commerce

Celebrating Cross General Contracting and Hall Con-
tracting were, from left, Debb Brunell, CEO of UP MI 
Works; Wade Cross; Jessica Kaleta of MI Works; Tra-
vis Cross; Kathy Reynolds, CEO of the Alger County 
Chamber of Commerce; Bromley Hall; and Tom Hall.
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magazine advertisements to 
identify which publications 
generated the most interest 
and sales. That data-driven 
approach allowed him to 
refine his marketing strat-
egies and maximize their 
impact.

Marble’s understanding 
of consumer psychology 
was ahead of its time. He 
recognized people often 
desired his products not 
only for their utility, but 
also for their aesthetic 
appeal and the sense of 
adventure they embodied.

That insight guided his 
product design and market-
ing efforts, ensuring Marble 
Arms products were both 
functional and desirable.

Marble’s legacy extends 
beyond his inventions and 
business acumen.

His influence is pre-
served and celebrated at the 
Webster Marble: Inventing 

the Outdoors Museum in 
Escanaba. The museum, 
located inside the Visit 
Escanaba building, show-
cases Marble’s life, inven-
tions and impact on the 
outdoor industry.

The exhibit was initially 
showcased at the Michigan 
Historical Museum in Lan-
sing. It began when Dennis 
Pace, a private collector 
of Marble’s work, brought 

his collection to share with 
Sandra Clark, the muse-
um’s director.

Clark, who had not pre-
viously heard of Marble, 
was inspired by Pace’s 
extensive collection and the 
compelling story behind it.

“Just as I was formulat-
ing the thought of asking 
him to loan these items to 
the museum for an exhibit, 
he asked if we would like 
to have them for our collec-
tions,” Clark said.

That serendipitous 
moment led to the creation 
of an exhibit that not only 
highlighted Marble’s con-
tributions, but also aligned 
with the museum’s mission 
to tell personal and impact-
ful stories from Michigan’s 
history.

The exhibit’s journey to 
Escanaba was a collabora-
tive effort fueled by com-
munity pride.

Pace played a crucial 
role in inspiring the exhibit, 
but it was Vickie Micheau, 

executive director of the 
Delta County Chamber of 
Commerce, whose dedica-
tion helped bring the exhibit 
to fruition in Escanaba.

Her advocacy to return 
Marble’s work to its roots 
was instrumental in secur-
ing the exhibit’s permanent 
home.

The Michigan History 
Center, recognizing the 
exhibit’s significance, col-
laborated to make it a last-
ing feature in Delta County.

“Webster Marble’s story 
is a cornerstone of our local 
heritage,” Micheau said. 
“Bringing this exhibit to 
Escanaba ensures future 
generations understand the 
profound impact he had on 
the outdoor industry and 
our community.”

The establishment of the 
museum was not without 
challenges.

Micheau’s ability to 
mobilize community sup-
port was crucial in over-
coming obstacles and 

securing the exhibit’s per-
manent home. Her efforts, 
alongside those of Ann 
Jousma Miller, curator of 
the U.P. Military Museum, 
and Pace’s contributions, 
exemplified the communi-
ty’s commitment to honor-
ing Marble’s legacy.

“We were determined 
to bring Webster Marble 
home to Delta County,” 
Micheau said. “The com-
munity’s response and sup-
port have been overwhelm-
ing, and it’s a reflection of 
the pride we have in our 
local history.”

Building the museum 
involved significant finan-
cial contributions from 
multiple sources.

The John and Melissa 
Besse Foundation donated 
$1 million to construct the 
new Commerce Center, 
providing a substantial 
foundation for the project.

The community also 
engaged in successful 
crowdfunding efforts 

through Michigan’s Patro-
nicity program, raising 
$50,000 that was matched 
by the state with an addi-
tional $50,000.

The U.P. State Fair 
Authority supported the 
project with a loan of more 
than $400,000. The Dan-
iel J. Kobasic Foundation 
contributed more than 
$200,000, helping ensure 
the project’s completion.

The Michigan Economic 
Development Corp. also 
contributed a $500,000 
grant through the efforts 
of former state Rep. Beau 
LaFave.

In total, the efforts gen-
erated approximately $2.2 
million for the project.

Editor’s note: Look for the 
May 27 issue of The Beacon 
for the second installment of 
this two-part series. Part 2 
examines how the Webster 
Marble exhibit evolved into 
a major tourism attraction 
for Escanaba.

By Nicole Gearhart
Beacon Correspondent

Students from two local 
school districts visited the 
Anna River last week as part 
of conservation projects they 
have been working on within 
their classrooms throughout 
the school year.

Sarah Shilman of Supe-
rior Central and Hilary 
Ludecke of Munising Public 
Schools have been leading 
their eight grade science stu-
dents through a Salmon in 
the Classroom (SIC) project 
since last fall. 

The aim of the SIC pro-
gram is for students to raise 
salmon from eggs to fry while 
monitoring tank water quality 
and participating in stream 
habitat studies. Through these 
hands-on activities, hopes 
are to develop appreciation 
for water resources, foster 
conservation ethic and gain 
a deeper understanding of 
ecosystems.

John Highlen is the con-
servation chairperson for the 
Fred Waara Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, which covers a 

large part of the Upper Pen-
insula, and said they currently 
work with 17 U.P. schools 
involved in the Salmon in 
the Classroom program. “It 
is basically a collaboration 
between the local Trout 
Unlimited chapter, the Mich-
igan DNR and the school 
involved,” Highlen said.

The DNR provides the fer-
tilized salmon eggs in the fall 
and Trout Unlimited provides 
the equipment and support, 

such as getting the equipment 
running, getting the eggs 
in and helping the teachers 
with questions or equipment 
problems. “In the spring, we 
help plan a big fish release in 
a local river approved by the 
DNR,” Highlen said.

Ludecke has been working 
with SIC for a few years, and 
said students learn a lot about 
the life cycles of the fish 
through the program. “We 
get to watch the salmon hatch 

from eggs, and then we raise 
them from that little sack fry 
stage all the way up to the 
par stage,” Ludecke said. “At 
that point they’re ready to go 
back into the river, and they 
imprint on the river. So they 
sense the chemistry of the 
water as they travel to the big 
lake.”

Then salmon will spend a 
few years in Lake Superior. 
When they’re of reproductive 
age, the salmon sample the 

water and follow that same 
chemical imprint back to 
their natal stream — in this 
case, the Anna River — and 
swim upriver to spawn.

“Our first drop was in 
2023, so we’re starting to 
see some of those now adult 
fish come back up the river to 
spawn in the Anna,” Ludecke 
said. “So we’re establishing a 
population there, and it’s kind 
of a neat thing.” 

In the meantime, the kids 
get to learn a lot about ecol-
ogy and water quality.

“They learn about life 
cycles, and they learn about 
how the environment affects 
the quality of the fish that we 
pull out of the lake,” Ludecke 
said. “It’s so place-based 
because Munising does count 
on the fisheries for an eco-
nomic input into our commu-
nity. So it’s very pertinent to 
the kids that live here.”

As part of their lessons, 
Shilman’s classes discussed 
the salmon life cycle, where 
the fish come from and why 
they’re getting put into the 
Great Lakes. They have also 
been working on follow-up 

activities, including studying 
stream and water-quality 
health.

“I think whenever there’s 
real world applications, hav-
ing to do with their own envi-
ronment and things that they 
have experience with that you 
can incorporate into lessons, 
it’s always more meaningful 
than just learning from a text-
book or a website,” Shilman 
said. 

Having activities that kids 
can learn about science in 
their local environment is 
key, she said.

“It was a great field trip for 
us, and I think it was a pos-
itive experience for every-
body,” Shilman said. “We 
all enjoyed it, and we really 
appreciate all the people that 
came and put on all the dif-
ferent programs for us. We’re 
still in the starting phase, but 
I’m loving it. I plan to keep 
incorporating it as much as 
possible, because it is a great 
program.”

For more information on 
the Salmon in the Classroom 
program, visit fredwaaratu.
org or Michigan.gov/dnr.

SCHOOLS

Anna River field trip explores salmon ecosystems

Courtesy of Superior Central Schools

Munising, Superior Central eighth graders study ecology during Anna River excursion.

By Melissa Wentarmini
Associate Editor

As conversations around 
energy use, emerging tech-
nology and large-scale infra-
structure continue to surface 
across the Upper Peninsula, 
a recent Earth Fest 2026 pre-
sentation in Munising set out 
to answer a not-so-simple 
question: What’s behind the 
technologies people are being 
asked to weigh in on?

Hosted by ACRES — 
Alger County Renewable 
Energy Solutions — the ses-
sion on April 21 titled “Data 
Mining, AI and Crypto Pros/
Cons” drew a modest but 
engaged audience, with 11 
people attending in person 
and nine joining virtually. 
Both speakers are affili-
ated with Michigan Tech’s 
Advanced Power Systems 
Research Center.

For ACRES board mem-
ber Joan Potter-Sommer, the 
topic reflected both urgency 
and uncertainty. The group 
sought experts who could 
present the information 
clearly and without bias, giv-
ing residents a chance to bet-
ter understand technologies 
often framed in extremes.

“People need to be 
informed so that the AI and 
data mining tools can be 
used in the best and most 
productive manner for the 
Earth and the living beings 
on it,” she said.

Dr. Vinicius Bonfochi 
Vinhaes, who leads training 
and curriculum develop-
ment at Michigan Tech’s 
Advanced Power Systems 
Research Center, began by 
placing AI in historical con-
text. While many associate 
it with its recent surge into 
public awareness, the con-
cept has been developing for 
decades. 

“What changed wasn’t 
really that this is a new idea,” 
he told attendees. “What 
changed is that it became 
accessible for everybody 
now.”

That shift has also accel-
erated anxiety. Vinhaes 
addressed those concerns 
by first stripping away the 
mythology. The machines 
with human consciousness, 

emotions and desires that 
dominate science fiction, 
what researchers call general 
AI, have no evidence of exist-
ing today. 

What does exist, he 
explained, is narrow AI: 
systems built to do specific 
things well, responding to 
input and using patterns in 
data to make predictions. 

“It’s just waiting for an 
input, and then it runs an 
algorithm, which is math, to 
reply,” he said.

On the question of jobs, 
Vinhaes was candid: “Is 
artificial intelligence going 
to take our jobs? The honest 
answer is that it’s compli-
cated. If anyone comes and 
gives you a simple yes or no, 
they’re not giving you the 
full picture.” 

He drew parallels to past 
technological shifts, such 
as the steam engine, elec-
tricity and the internet, none 
of which were painless or 
affected everyone equally. AI 
will likely follow the same 
pattern, and researchers, edu-
cators and policymakers are 
still working through what it 
will mean.

“I can’t pretend that I have 
a clear answer,” Vinhaes said. 
“What I can offer is what I 
believe to be the best prepa-
ration — understanding what 
all of these things are.”

The presentation also cov-
ered cryptocurrency, which 
Vinhaes framed as a response 
to a real gap: A significant 
portion of the world’s popu-
lation has no access to banks 
or the formal economy. 

Crypto allows anyone to 
store and transfer value with-
out institutional permission, 
secured through a decentral-
ized ledger replicated across 
thousands of computers 
worldwide.

Co-presenter Robert Waara 
described data centers as the 
physical backbone of all these 
technologies — facilities that 
have evolved from single 
rooms into large-scale oper-
ations running continuously. 

“These are built on the 
order of a campus,” he said, 
with some exceeding 200 
acres and drawing anywhere 
from five to more than 100 
megawatts of power, plus 
hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of water daily for 
cooling. Those demands have 
drawn scrutiny in communi-
ties across Michigan. 

Vinhaes put the figures in 

context: The same technol-
ogies driving that consump-
tion are also being used to 
optimize power grids, model 
climate and design more effi-
cient systems.

The smaller audience 
allowed for frank questions. 
One attendee asked whether 
the hundreds of jobs often 
cited in data center propos-
als are realistic. Waara, who 
spent much of his career in 
automotive manufacturing, 
was frank. 

“If you did square foot 
for square foot, there’s no 
comparison” to a manufac-
turing plant. Construction 
brings workers, he said, but 
long-term operations employ 
far fewer. Another attendee 
raised concerns about over-
sight — who controls these 
systems and what prevents 
misuse.

Vinhaes acknowledged it 
as a genuine concern. The 
guardrails, he said, are built 
by people, and getting them 
right matters.

“We have to be smart 
about how we are building 
those fences and rules for all 
of this artificial intelligence,” 
he said.

Potter-Sommer hopes sim-
ilar conversations continue 
— potentially with local offi-
cials in the room. 

“Decision makers need 
to be informed while con-
stituents need to hold them 
accountable,” she said.

EARTH FEST 2026

ACRES hosts data mining, AI and crypto presentation

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Data centers support artificial intelligence discussed during EarthFest in Munising.

“
What changed wasn’t 

really that this is 
a new idea. What 
changed is that it 

became accessible for 
everbody now.

Dr. Bonfochi Vinhaes

”

MARBLE
Continued from Page 1
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ALL ABOUT TOWN WITH MARY JAYNE

Mary Jayne Hallifax / Courtesy of Superior View

For decades, the work of Munising photographer Mary Jayne Hallifax graced the pages of The Munising 
News in a regular feature titled All About Town with Mary Jayne, including this undated photo, believed to 
have been taken in the late 1940s or early 1950s, showing a worker during a sea lamprey harvest operation 
near a local river. (If you can identify him, please let us know at news@munisingbeaconmedia.com.) Now, 
thanks to Jack Deo of Superior View and Hallifax’s daughters, her historical photos will be featured in The 
Munising Beacon. Deo has offered to make 5-by-7 prints of Hallifax’s photos for $5 each. Visit viewsofthe-
past.com for details.

To the editor: 

It is with great appre-
ciation that I write this 
letter. Earth Fest 2026 
was a success. This 
was the fourth year that 
Alger County Renew-
able Energy Solutions 
(ACRES) collaborated 
with the Munising School 
Public Library to host 
events during Earth Fest 
Week. 

Additional collabora-
tive efforts throughout 
April included Armchair 
Trips at the Gallery and 
a Hotdog Social and 
Program with the Alger 
Conservation District at 

the Au Train Community 
Center.

We are grateful to all 
who attended any of the 
Earth Fest 2026 events 
and a special thank you is 
extended to the 35 indi-
viduals who attended the 
DIY Small Scale Solar 
Installation Workshops 
and the instructors who 
volunteered their time to 
lead the discussions.

As a direct response 
to the interest gener-
ated during the recent 
DIY Small Scale Solar 
Installation Workshops, 
ACRES has partnered 
with three local home-
owners to provide 

guided tours of their 
solar arrays. The tours 
will take place from 1 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 23. The arrays are 
located at the follow-
ing addresses: E4775 
M28, AuTrain; E9795 
CR-H58, Munising; 
6301 Rock River Road, 
Chatham. Individuals 
who are interested in 
touring the three arrays 
can drive to them during 
the scheduled times. 
Participants who tour 
all three sites will be 
entered to win a $25 
debit card.

The arrays available for 
the tour range from 3kW 

to 10.44kW in power 
output. Two are self-in-
stalled and the other  
professionally installed. 
Visitors will be able to 
see solar panels, mount-
ing systems, inverters, 
and batteries. All sys-
tems are connected to the 
electrical grid and home-
owners will be present to 
answer questions.

Again, ACRES is 
appreciative of the Com-
munity’s support.  Earth 
Fest 2026 would not have 
been the success it was 
without you. 

Joan Potter-Sommer
ACRES Chair/Organizer

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ACRES thanks Earth Fest supporters

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

Dial-A-Ride launched 
in 1976

100 years ago
May 1926

The Munising News
Munising Catholics 

packed Sacred Heart 
Church in May 1926 as 
Bishop Joseph Nussbaum 
visited the city to administer 
the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion to a class of more than 
100 children and adults. The 
two-week parish mission 
leading up to the ceremony 
drew overflowing crowds, 
with evening services 
reportedly filling the church 
“to the doors.”

Ionia Mayor Fred W. 
Green formally announced 
his candidacy for gover-
nor. Thousands reportedly 
attended “Fred W. Green 
Day” celebrations in his 
honor, with supporters from 
across Michigan gather-
ing in Ionia for speeches, 
parades and campaign 
events.

Road improvements were 
another major topic locally. 
State officials announced 
plans for extensive Upper 
Peninsula highway work, 
including eight miles of 
concrete paving between 
Munising and Marquette. 
The project would eventu-
ally help create a continu-
ous paved route between the 
two communities.

50 years ago
May 1976

The Munising News
Munising officials in 

May 1976 approved plans 
to launch Dial-A-Ride bus 
service on a one-year trial 
basis, marking a major step 
forward for public trans-
portation in the area. The 

system was designed to 
provide on-call transporta-
tion for residents through 
cooperation with the 
Michigan State Highway 
Department.

At the same time, city 
leaders wrestled with 
mounting infrastructure 
issues, including delin-
quent water and sewer bills 
totaling roughly $30,000 
and ongoing concerns over 
unmetered properties and 
aging plumbing systems. 
Commissioners debated 
stricter enforcement pol-
icies, including possible 
water shutoffs for overdue 
accounts.

Trenary High School 
prepared to graduate 14 
seniors, while Eben High 
School announced 34 grad-
uates for the Class of 1976. 

25 years ago
May 2001

The Munising News
Memorial Day prepara-

tions were front and cen-
ter across Alger County in 
May 2001 as veterans orga-
nizations announced cere-
monies, cemetery services 
and a Blessing of the Fleet 
in Munising Harbor. 

The Alger County Cen-
tennial Arena was also 
making headlines as sup-
porters asked the Munis-
ing City Commission to 
explore refinancing options 
for arena debt and needed 
facility improvements. 
Leaders cited aging equip-
ment, roof condensation 
problems and maintenance 
concerns as reasons addi-
tional financial planning 
was necessary.

FOR THE RECORD

Garnet E. “Kip” Cherry, age 79, of Munising 
died at his home under the loving care of his fam-
ily and North Woods Hospice on Sunday, May 17, 
2026. His obituary and tribute wall may be found 
at bowermanfuneralhome.net. A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date.

Kenneth L. Bodell, age 90, of Madison, Wis-
consin, and formerly of Bark River and Munising, 
Michigan died Sunday, Jan. 25, 2026 at Oak Park 
Place in Madison.

Graveside services will be at Maple Grove Cem-
etery at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 23, 2026. His 
obituary and online guestbook may be viewed and 
signed at bowermanfuneralhome.net.

Kip Cherry

IN MEMORY

Kenneth L. Bodell
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Critical shortages continue impacting U.P. blood supply
In the time it takes to read 

this column, more than 100 
people in the United States 
will need blood or platelets.

The United States faces 
a critical and grow-
ing need for human 
blood, with demand 
continuing to out-
pace supply. Rural 
communities are 
especially vulner-
able to shortages 
because of limited 
resources, weath-
er-related travel 
issues and seasonal 
illness.

Blood is truly 
precious. It is 
used every day to help 
people facing trauma, 
surgery, cancer treatment 
and other medical emer-
gencies. Yet only a small 
percentage of the popula-
tion is eligible to donate.

Strict regulations are in 
place to ensure blood prod-
ucts are as safe as possible 
for transfusion. Eligibility 
criteria generally include 
being in good health, meet-
ing age and weight require-
ments and not having cer-
tain medical conditions or 
risk factors.

In 2017, the need for 
blood became deeply per-
sonal to me. My father died 
from acute blood loss after 
receiving more than 50 

units of blood prod-
ucts during a MTP, 
or mass transfusion, 
event. That expe-
rience reinforced 
what I had already 
learned through 
years of working 
in transfusion med-
icine — volun-
teer blood donors 
are extraordinary 
people.

For more than 
17 years, I have 

worked with human blood 
products. I began my clin-
ical laboratory career at 
the UPHS Blood Center in 
Marquette, where I learned 
the process of collection 
and preparation of human 
blood for transfusion. I later 
joined Munising Memorial 
Hospital, where I oversee 
the testing and matching 
process in our transfusion 
medicine department.

Despite ongoing chal-
lenges, the UPHS Regional 
Blood Center continues 
supplying blood products 

to 12 Upper Peninsula 
hospitals. Blood collected 
through the UPHS Regional 
Blood Center stays in the 
Upper Peninsula and is 
used to treat our friends, 
families and neighbors 
during some of the most 
difficult moments of their 
lives.

The need is urgent. The 
UPHS Blood Center is cur-
rently experiencing a short-
age of all blood types.

When a unit of blood is 
donated, it can be sepa-
rated into multiple blood 
products. Packed red blood 
cells are used to treat ane-
mia caused by conditions 
such as cancer treatment or 
blood loss from accidents 
and surgeries. Plasma is 
used to treat coagulation 
defects and increase pro-
teins and antibodies. Plate-
lets are used to treat coag-
ulation disorders and help 
control bleeding.

These products also have 
limited shelf lives. Red 
blood cells must be used 
within 42 days of collec-
tion, while platelets have 
a shelf life of only five to 
seven days. Because of 
this, blood donation centers 

are constantly searching for 
prospective donors.

Munising Memorial 
Hospital receives its blood 
products from UPHS and 
also hosts blood drives sev-
eral times each year.

The donation process 
begins with reading edu-
cational materials and 
completing a questionnaire 
regarding health history 
and lifestyle risk factors. 
Donors then complete a 
brief medical screening 
to ensure they are healthy 

enough to donate before the 
collection process begins. 
Including recovery time, 
the entire process usually 
takes about an hour.

The UPHS Blood Cen-
ter has an experienced and 
dedicated team skilled 
in blood collection tech-
niques. Anyone interested 
in learning more, asking 
questions about eligibil-
ity or receiving additional 
information can contact the 
U.P. Regional Blood Center 
at 906-449-1450.

The next blood drive at 
Munising Memorial Hos-
pital will be held from 1 to 
6 p.m. on Monday, June 1 
in the Maple Conference 
Room.

Please consider joining 
us and giving the gift of 
life.

And to those who already 
donate regularly, thank 
you. From the front lines, 
you are making a difference 
every day. Every donation 
can help save multiple lives 
in the community.

Rhonda
Lassila
Beacon
Columnist

The snow is finally gone, 
mostly, and trails main-
tained by the Munising Bay 
Trail Network (MBTN) are 
officially open for hiking, 
biking, running, 
dog walking and 
more.

Opening more 
than 50 miles of 
trail this early is no 
small task. MBTN 
is fortunate to have 
a dedicated core of 
volunteers willing 
to put in countless 
hours to make these 
trails accessible for 
everyone to enjoy. 
A huge thank you 
goes out to every volunteer 
who spent time clearing 
debris, removing fallen 
trees and helping get the 
trails ready for the season 
ahead.

This winter left the 
forest floor covered in 
debris, with hundreds of 
fallen trees blocking trails 
throughout the network. 
Volunteers spent long days 
hiking with flicking poles 
and carrying chainsaws 
to clear routes and make 
the trails safe again. The 
outdoor community here 
is passionate, hardworking 
and deeply invested in the 

public lands surrounding 
Munising — one of the 
many reasons this area is 
such a special place to live 
and explore.

Strong winds, 
saturated soils 
and heavy rain 
continue to bring 
down branches 
and trees, meaning 
trail maintenance 
never really stops. 
Every trail user 
can help. Taking a 
moment to move a 
branch off the trail 
instead of riding or 
walking over it can 
make a big differ-

ence. Small efforts from 
many people go a long 
way toward keeping trails 
enjoyable for everyone all 
season long.

Great trails do not hap-
pen by accident. They exist 
because people care enough 
to build and maintain them.
 
May 16 Trail Update

City Trails: Dry, cleared 
and riding well. A reminder 
to all bike park users: hel-
mets are mandatory. Par-
ents, please ensure children 
are wearing helmets as 
well. Safety comes first. 
If you need assistance 

obtaining a helmet, contact 
MBTN at info@mbtn.org.

Bruno’s Run: Clear and 
ready for all users.

Valley Spur: Doing Oak 
Eh, Just Beechy and Cedar 
Streak are all cleared of 
deadfall and debris. Hem-
lock Valley still has a few 
sections farther from the 
trailhead requiring addi-
tional cleanup work. Rid-
ers should continue using 
caution, as several areas 
experienced damage from 
uprooted trees and chang-
ing tread conditions. Repair 
work is ongoing.

Pine Line: Cleared from 
the Wetmore Recreation 
Area to the Chamberlain 
Road crossing. Logging 
operations near the airport 
on the west side of H-13 
will continue for the next 
few weeks, so that section 
will remain uncleared until 
work is complete. Please 
avoid the area during active 
operations.

New trail maps are avail-
able at Down Wind Sports 
and South Bay Outfitters. 
For continued trail updates, 
follow the MBTN Face-
book page. 

Membership Month
May is membership 

month and one of the most 
important opportunities to 
support the future of the 
trail system. Memberships 
help MBTN secure grants, 
improve trail quality and 
expand recreational oppor-
tunities throughout the 
area.

This year’s membership 
includes a local business 
perk card valid through 
April 30, 2027. Members 
can enjoy discounts at par-
ticipating businesses while 
supporting the trails they use 
and love.

You can join or renew 
your annual membership                    
at mbtn.org.

Upcoming Events
Hiawatha’s Revenge 

Gravel Ride: The 12th 
annual ride takes place 
Saturday, June 6, with an 
8 a.m. rollout (from the 
Upper Parking lot) at Val-
ley Spur Recreation Area. 
Riders can choose 50K, 
100K or 100-mile routes 
through the Hiawatha 
National Forest. This is a 
free, self-supported group 
ride, although donations 
supporting local trail main-
tenance are appreciated.

Big Local Good Day: 
Support the trails by vis-
iting Slabz Bar & Grill on 
Monday, June 8. Mention 

you are supporting the 
trails and 10 percent of 
your bill will be donated 
to MBTN at no additional 
cost. Volunteers will be 
onsite throughout the day 
with trail maps, informa-
tion and merchandise.

Pictured Rocks Road 
Race: Volunteers are still 
needed for road crossings 
and start/finish line sup-
port for the June 28 event. 
Anyone interested in help-
ing can reach out through 
info@mbtn.org.

Additional trail updates 
and event information 
are available at mbtn.org 
throughout the season.

By Lisa Cromell 
and Kaylee Veneberg
Munising School
Public Library

 
The Munising School 

Public Library will tempo-
rarily close from Saturday, 
May 23 through Monday, 
June 8. It will reopen on 
June 9 in a smaller summer 
location within the school, 
where we will remain for the 
duration of the renovation 
project. If you have ques-
tions, please feel free to call 
the library at 906-387-2125. 
Feel free to ask us about the 
summer repairs to the build-
ing and when our space 
will get back to normal. No 
worries, we will still keep 
you in books whether you 
want physical materials or 
ebooks, Munising Library 
has you covered.

The Munising Public 
Library has a phenomenal 

digital archive that is super 
easy to use. Stop by and we 
will be happy to show you 
all of the tips and tricks for 
doing research via the local 
newspapers with our key-
word searching capabilities. 
Within minutes, users are 
able to locate the people 
and events that shaped our 
county’s history. If it was in 
the paper, we have it. The 
archive is exclusively for 
use at the library.
New book

“26 Beauties” by James 
Patterson. The Women’s 
Murder Club goes searching 
for 26 beauties — young 
women missing in San 
Francisco. SFPD Sergeant 
Lindsay Boxer’s best friend, 
Claire Washburn, is named 
medical examiner of the 
year.

But an uninvited guest 
crashes the Women’s Mur-
der Club’s party: a concerned 

father seeking investigative 
reporter Cindy Thomas’s 
help in locating his missing 
daughter. And she’s not the 
only one.

Lindsay’s been investi-
gating the deaths of a Jane 
Doe washed up on a nearby 
beach and a young woman 
found in Golden Gate Park. 
What if all these cases are 
connected?

The answers lie with the 
26 Beauties on the run and 
in the wind. (Provided by 
publisher).

THE TRAILHEAD

Dirt season has arrived: Trails are officially open

LIBRARY NEWS

Now closed through June 8

Rikki 
Ake
Beacon
Columnist

Health Matters

Downed trees block an MBTN trail following winter storms and high winds.
Mike Verhamme



The Munising Beacon     May 20, 2026     7

By Ben Murphy  
Beacon Correspondent 

The Munising track and 
field team competed Friday 
at the Division 2 regional 
meet in Bark River-Harris, 
where the Mustangs’ boys 
team placed fifth and the 
girls team finished fourth.

Dylan Adkinson had a 
strong day for the boys team, 
qualifying for the U.P. Finals 
in the 100-meter dash, 200 
and 400. He finished second 
in the 100 with a time of 
11.88 seconds, third in the 
200 in 24.27 and fourth in 
the 400 in 54.78.

Tysen Devries-Johns 
placed eighth in the 800, 
Dylan Krause finished sev-
enth in the 1,600 and Blake 
Lakosky took fourth in the 
3,200 to qualify for the U.P. 
Finals with a time of 11:07. 
Prion Shalom finished sev-
enth in the 300 hurdles and 
ninth in the 110 hurdles.

Munising qualified three 
relay teams for the finals. 
The 4x800 relay team of 
Devries-Johns, Lakosky, 
Krause and Ben Dryke fin-
ished second in 9:16. The 
4x400 relay team of Keelan 
Hase, Levi Hauler, Dryke 
and Adkinson took fourth in 
3:49, while the 4x200 team 
of Hase, Keenan Nesberg, 
Jacob Coppock and Hauler 
also finished fourth in 1:42.

Avery Murk finished sec-
ond in the shot put to qual-
ify for the U.P. Finals with 
a throw of 40 feet, 11.25 
inches. Shalom placed fourth 
in the high jump to qualify 

with a leap of 5-6.
For the girls team, Olivia 

Cotey placed sixth in the 
100, fifth in the 200 and third 
in the 400 to qualify for the 
U.P. Finals with a time of 
1:05. Addie Bowerman won 
the 100 hurdles to qualify 
and finished second in the 
300 hurdles in 52.14 to also 
advance.

Bowerman also won the 
shot put to qualify for the 
U.P. Finals with a throw of 
29-4. Piper Grabowski fin-
ished eighth in the discus 
and Jersey Lassila was sev-
enth in the long jump.

Munising competed 
Tuesday at the Skyline 
Conference meet at North 
Dickinson and will travel to 
Kingsford for the U.P. Finals 
on May 29 to close out the 
2025 season.

Lady mustangs  
surge

The Munising softball 

team continued its strong 
late-season play Thursday, 
sweeping Crystal Falls 
Forest Park at home with 
15-5 and 21-17 victories. 
The opener ended after five 
innings.

Bailey Tyner earned the 

win in both games as the 
Lady Mustangs improved to 
7-9 overall this season.

“At the risk of sounding 
like a broken record, this 
team continues to meet and 
exceed our expectations, and 
I couldn’t be prouder of how 

they have worked,” head 
coach Jim Maxon said.

Munising played at North 
Dickinson on Monday in a 
makeup game. The Mus-
tangs travel to Gwinn on 
Wednesday before closing 
the regular season at home 

Thursday against Rapid 
River. Munising will also 
face Rapid River in a Divi-
sion 4 district semifinal Sat-
urday, May 30, at Superior 
Central.

Rautanen leads 
mustangs

Munising golfers close out 
regular season

The Munising golf team 
competed in its final two 
meets of the regular season 
last week.

On Thursday, May 14, the 
Mustangs competed in the 
Big Bay Invitational at Gar-
den Golf Course.

Makai Rautanen led the 
boys team, placing third 
overall with an 18-hole score 
of 81. Weston Jones shot a 
96, Jaris Goings recorded a 
97, Levi Syers finished with 
a 104 and Dawson Heyrman 
carded a 129.

For the girls team, Jer-
sey Lassila shot a 133 and 
Natalia St. Amour recorded 
a 174.

Munising then competed 
Monday at the Skyline 
Conference meet, hosted by 
Gladstone at Terrace Bluff 
Golf Course.

Rautanen led the Mus-
tangs with an 88. Heyrman 
shot a 112, Jones carded a 
115, Goings finished with 
a 117 and Gordon Robare 
recorded a 144.

Munising returns to action 
Wednesday, May 27, at the 
Division 2 U.P. Finals at 
Portage Lake Golf Course in 
Houghton.

SPORTS

By Ben Murphy  
Beacon Correspondent 

The Superior Central soft-
ball team continued its offen-
sive surge last week, sweeping 
doubleheaders against Car-
ney-Nadeau and Stephenson 
while piling up runs in all four 
games.

On Monday, May 11, 
the Lady Cougars earned 
16-1 and 33-10 victories at 
Carney-Nadeau.

Kiera McDonnald earned 
the win in the opener, allowing 
one run on one hit while strik-
ing out five.

At the plate, McDonnald, 
Hope Brunngraeber and Kylie 
Stuer each collected two hits.

In game two, Stuer and 
McDonnald shared pitching 
duties. McDonnald again led 
the offense with three hits, 
while Marlene Johnson and 
Rory Hancock added two hits 
apiece.

Superior Central followed 
with two more wins Thursday 
at Stephenson, defeating the 
Eagles 28-1 in three innings 
and 17-6 in five innings.

McDonnald picked up the 
win in the opener, allowing one 
run over three innings while 
striking out one and walking 
one.

She also powered the offense 
with five hits, including a triple 
and a double, and scored five 
runs. Janessa Perron and Han-
cock both recorded three hits, 
while Stuer added a triple, dou-
ble and single.

McDonnald pitched most of 
the second game as Superior 
Central completed the sweep. 
Addie Frusti led the team with 
three hits, McDonnald added 
a triple and double, and Stuer 
finished with two hits.

Superior Central hosted 
Manistique on Monday and 
travels to Bark River-Har-
ris on Wednesday for its 

regular-season finale. The 
Lady Cougars will also host a 
Division 4 district tournament 
Saturday, May 30, opening 
against Newberry.

“We had four wins last 
week. That’s quite a few wins 
in a row now,” head coach 
Rich Swajanen said. “We lost 
to North Dickinson recently, 
but we could not find the plate 
in that game.”

Cougars shine regionally

The Superior Central track 
and field teams turned in a 
strong performance Wednes-
day, May 13, at the Division 3 
regional meet in Rapid River, 
with the girls team finishing 
second and the boys team plac-
ing third. Multiple athletes also 
qualified for the U.P. Finals.

For the girls team, Meredith 
Kempker finished second in 
the 100-meter dash to qual-
ify for the U.P. Finals, while 
Kiera McDonnald placed third 
to also advance with times 
of 14.03 and 14.16 seconds. 
In the 200, Marlene Johnson 
placed second and Kempker 
finished third, both qualifying 
with times of 29.80 and 30.50. 
Johnson also finished second in 
the 400 in 1:06, while Kendra 
Johnson placed fourth in the 
800 with a qualifying time of 
3:01.

Addie Frusti took third in the 
1,600 to qualify with a time of 
6:50, while Kendra Pederson 
placed third in the 3,200 in 
15:05. Emma Stoliecki fin-
ished third in the 100 hurdles to 
qualify and also placed fifth in 
the 300 hurdles.

Superior Central also quali-
fied both its 4x100 and 4x200 
relay teams after winning 
both events in 57.46 and 2:00. 
The relay teams consisted of 
Johnson, McDonnald, Elaina 
Karvinen and Kempker.

McDonnald finished eighth 
in the shot put, Frusti was ninth 
in the discus and Karvinen 
placed fourth in the high 
jump to qualify for the finals. 
Karvinen also won the long 
jump with a qualifying leap of 
14-4.

For the boys team, Will 
Spranger won both the 100 
and 200 to qualify for the U.P. 
Finals with times of 11.61 and 
23.62. Cole Ozoga placed third 
in the 100 and Chris Kulik was 
fourth, with both also qualify-
ing in times of 12.19 and 12.20. 
Carter Korpi finished fourth in 
the 800 with a qualifying time 
of 2:19, while Scott Losee 
placed 10th in the 1,600 and 
seventh in the 3,200. Spranger 
also added another regional 
title in the 300 hurdles with a 
qualifying time of 45.84.

The Cougars qualified two 

relay teams for the finals. The 
4x100 team of Jack Kasten, 
Ozoga, Juddson Rondeau 
and Kulik finished second in 
49.20, while the 4x200 team of 
Ozoga, Cody Moore, Rondeau 
and Spranger also placed sec-
ond in 1:43.

Connor Blomgren won 
the shot put with a qualifying 
throw of 40-3 and placed sec-
ond in the discus with a qual-
ifying mark of 113-5. Moore 
finished fourth in the long jump 
to qualify with a leap of 17-4.5.

Superior Central competed 
Tuesday at the Skyline Con-
ference meet at North Dickin-
son and will close the season 
May 30 at the U.P. Finals in 
Kingsford.

Cougars fall twice

A series of miscues proved 
costly for Superior Central as 
the Cougars dropped a pair of 
games Thursday to Ishpeming 
Westwood, losing 13-0 and 
7-2.

“We gave them quite a few 
extra outs and couldn’t handle 
the baserunning,” head coach 
Greg Mannisto said. “It was 
lopsided from the start. West-
wood’s pitcher had us demor-
alized, striking us out seven 
times until Aidan Korpi got the 
first and only hit for the game.”

Isaac Rondeau started game 

one and took the loss after 
pitching two innings with three 
strikeouts. Brandon Boyak also 
threw two innings and struck 
out two batters.

In game two, Gavin Vining 
took the loss after pitching 
two innings and striking out 
three while allowing four runs. 
Ryder Kroupa pitched four 
innings and struck out five.

At the plate, Boyak recorded 
two hits and an RBI, while 
Jaykob Dahm added a double 
and scored a run.

Superior Central also 
dropped two games Wednes-
day, May 13, at North Dickin-
son by scores of 14-4 and 3-2.

Korpi made his first pitch-
ing appearance of the season 
in game one and took the loss 
after pitching three innings and 
striking out two batters.

“We were needing Aidan to 
get us through a couple innings. 
It was a brutal stretch of games 
the last couple weeks. The 
defense did him no justice,” 
Mannisto said.

Andrew Charlebois and 
Boyak each finished with one 
hit and one RBI.

Game two was a close battle 
as Charlebois pitched all six 
innings, allowing three runs 
on three hits while striking out 
four. North Dickinson secured 
the win on a walk-off single in 
the bottom of the sixth inning.

Rondeau hit a double and 
drove in a run, while Kroupa 
doubled and scored once.

Superior Central split a 
doubleheader Monday, May 
11, against Bark River-Harris, 
winning the opener 5-3 before 
falling 2-1 in the second game.

Dahm earned the win in 
game one after pitching a com-
plete game, allowing three runs 
and striking out eight.

“It was a well-pitched game 
on both sides,” Mannisto said. 
“Jaykob only gave up one hit 
through four innings. They put 
a couple hits together to score 
in the fifth and another in the 
sixth, but he was in control all 
game.”

Charlebois delivered a 
two-run hit in the third inning, 
scoring Korpi and Dahm. Eli 
Valima and Vining later scored 
on RBI hits from Korpi and 
Rondeau in the fourth inning, 
while Boyak singled to lead off 
the fifth and eventually scored.

Rondeau took the tough-
luck loss in game two despite 
pitching all six innings, allow-
ing two runs on one hit while 
striking out seven.

“Bark River made us pay for 
a couple errors. It was a tough 
loss for Isaac,” Mannisto said. 
“On the other side of the hill, 
the Broncos’ pitcher was roll-
ing as well. He struck us out 
14 times. We couldn’t adjust to 
the velocity. Vining broke up 
the no-hitter in the fifth, then 
in the sixth Rondeau led off the 
inning with a triple and scored 
on a wild pitch. Dahm doubled 
and Andrew Charlebois bunted 
his way on, but with no outs 
we couldn’t get the tying run 
across.”

Superior Central hosted 
Marquette on Monday, hosts 
Powers North Central on 
Thursday and travels to Han-
cock on Friday, May 29, for 
a Division 3 district semifinal 
matchup against Calumet.

Lady Cougars continue winning streak
SUPERIOR CENTRAL ROUNDUP

Adkinson, Bowerman headline regional performance
MUNISING ROUNDUP

Renee Bowerman

Munising’s Addie Bowerman, center, prepares to race alongside Rudyard’s Emma DeYoung, left, and Iron Moun-
tain’s Lindsey Lewandowski in the girls 100-meter hurdles at the MHSAA U.P. Region 44-2 meet Friday at Bark 
River-Harris. Bowerman won the event in 17.57 seconds.

Kris Uehlein

Munising softball coach Jim Maxon meets with the Lady Mustangs during a mound 
visit. Munising swept Forest Park last week to improve to 7-9.

Kris Uehlein

Superior Central’s Kiera McDonnald slides safely into second base during recent action against Forest Park.
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CITY GOVERNMENT

Water costs spark concern
By Melissa Wentarmini
Associate Editor

A week after residents 
packed Munising City 
Hall to push back against 
a proposed utility increase, 
many returned Wednesday 
night looking for clarity 
about how much more the 
city’s aging water system 
may ultimately cost them. A 
central concern expressed 
at both meetings was what 
the city’s plans are when 
utility costs exceed what 
residents can realistically 
absorb.

Commissioner Rod Des-
Jardins said the city is obli-
gated to provide water and 
sewer and can only charge 
what it must to do so. Then 
he acknowledged the other 
side of that: it also has to 
charge as much as neces-
sary to maintain the system. 
Neither reality was the one 
the gathered citizens were 
looking for.

That tension sat at the 
heart of a nearly 90-min-
ute special meeting of 
the Munising City Com-
mission. The city knows 
water infrastructure costs 
money. Residents, while 
understanding that, know 
they are already stretched. 
The gap between those two 
facts is where Munising 
finds itself now.

The May 13 meeting 
was called specifically to 
address questions left over 
from the previous week, 
when a proposed 13.4% 
increase to the water por-
tion of the utility bill drew 
more than an hour of public 
pushback. City Manager 
Michelle Harrison opened 
Wednesday by acknowl-
edging the confusion sepa-
rating the water and sewer 
utilities. The May 13 pre-
sentation, she reiterated, 
would focus on water only.

The number that matters 
most for most households 
is the city’s recommended 
water increase would add 
about $8.25 per month to 
the average residential bill. 
Households would see their 
water-only bill rise with 
a new per-gallon rate of 
$0.01049 and a monthly 
water service fee rising 
from $24.65 to $27.96.

Harrison walked through 
why the city needs more 
than inflation — the CPI 
figure referenced during 
the meeting — alone would 
justify. The water system 
brings in about $1,353,000 
a year in user-fee rev-
enue and spends about 
$1,273,000, leaving about 
$80,000 for reserves. But 
bond and loan require-
ments, along with the prac-
tical demands of running a 
water system, require the 
city to set aside $190,000 a 
year for repair and replace-
ment. Under the current 
rate structure, it is falling 
$110,000 short of that tar-
get every year.

Harrison shared concrete 
examples of those repair 
and replacement costs. 
A lift station pump that 
cost $4,500 in 2012 runs 
about $15,000 today. Fire 
hydrants that cost $3,200 
in 2010 cost about $8,700 
now. Eight-inch water main 
pipe went from $31 a foot 
in 2010 to $102 a foot in 
2025. One-inch copper tub-
ing went from $4 a foot in 
2014 to $21 a foot today.

The city has about 20 
miles of water mains, 
160 fire hydrants and six 
groundwater wells. All 
require maintenance to 
provide safe and reliable 
services to residents.

There are two projects 
driving this year’s increase 
beyond the usual inflation 
adjustment. The Washing-
ton Street project, a full 
replacement of a water 
main, sewer main and road 
surface along a corridor the 
city identified as a need 
back in the late 1990s, car-
ries a total cost of about 
$6 million, with the water 
portion financed through 
a bond of approximately 
$1.719 million.

The water main there is 
aged, undersized and has 
lead joints. The sewer main 
also is failing. About $2 
million in grant funding is 
available to restore the road 
surface above, but only if 
the underground work hap-
pens first.

DesJardins said the grant 
for road restoration was 
“quite rare” and not inter-
changeable with the water 
and sewer costs. “The water 
is the water, the sewer is the 
sewer,” he said. “And the 
grant is to restore every-
thing above it.”

Resident Joe Case 
pressed the city on financ-
ing. He wanted to know 
whether the city had pur-
sued State Revolving Fund 
loans, which typically carry 
lower interest rates, before 
settling on USDA Rural 
Development financing for 
the project. 

Officials said the city had 
applied for state funds but 
had not qualified for the 
Washington Street project. 
Case pushed for a precise 
answer on that point, say-
ing he was not trying to 
be difficult but needed to 
know whether lower-cost 
options had actually been 
sought and denied. 

DesJardins said a lower 
interest rate does not auto-
matically mean better terms 
if it comes with less fund-
ing. “If you can only get $1 
million from the state and 
the city has to pay $5 mil-
lion for the project, a larger 
loan at a higher rate may 
still be the only workable 
path,” he said.

The second project, a 
state-mandated lead service 
line replacement, carries 
a total cost of about $2.77 
million, split between a 
$1.385 million state grant 
and a $1.385 million 
bond. An 11% water rate 
increase, the presentation 
slides noted, is the mini-
mum required to qualify 
for the bonds financing 
both projects. Higher rates 
would be needed in a sub-
sequent year to fully meet 
repair and replacement 
reserve requirements.

Commissioner Brice 
Burge raised questions 
about large, outside-city 
water users, specifically 
the Alger Correctional 
Facility. He said outside 
users appeared to account 
for roughly 30% of total 
water consumption while 
representing a small num-
ber of accounts and asked 
whether higher rates for 

those customers could take 
some pressure off city res-
idents. Harrison said cus-
tomers outside city limits 
already pay 1.5 times the 
residential rate, per-gallon.

Burge also asked about 
comparisons to neigh-
boring communities — a 
question that has come up 
repeatedly. Harrison cau-
tioned that water bill com-
parisons across municipal-
ities are difficult to make 
fairly. Houghton, she noted, 
has roughly four times 
Munising’s population 
and about three times as 
many households. Larger 
communities spread fixed 
infrastructure costs across 
more customers. Munising 
serves about 1,030 water 
customers across a system 
that costs nearly the same 
to run regardless of how 
many people are on it.

Burge expressed dissat-
isfaction near the end of 
the meeting, noting he was 
“very upset about this entire 
process” — specifically 
noting the gap between the 
technical information driv-
ing the decision and what 
residents had been given the 
chance to understand. Sev-
eral speakers echoed that 
frustration, saying meeting 
materials were hard to find 
on the city’s website, that 
the PowerPoint had not 
been posted in advance and 
that clearer public access to 
financial documents, poli-
cies and planning records 
would help residents 
engage before a proposal 
reaches a vote.

Former commissioner 
Zach Eckert made a candid 
admission from the public 
comment seat. He said he 
had learned more about 
Munising’s water system 
in the two recent meetings 
than in his three years on 
the commission — and that 
was partly his own fault for 
not pressing harder while 
he was in office. He thanked 
current commissioners for 
doing a job that involves far 
more homework than most 
residents know, while urg-
ing them to find other cost 
reductions where possible, 
including energy expenses 
that affect city operations 
like the water system itself.

Mayor Chris Berry 
acknowledged the answers 
the commission was giving 
were not the ones people 
wanted to hear. But she 
said the city has no real 
alternative to maintaining 
its infrastructure if it wants 
to attract families and sup-
port growth, noting that 
without a functioning water 
system, Munising cannot 
progress. “In order to move 
forward, we have to keep 
these reserves up or else we 
won’t be able to,” she said.

No vote was taken 
Wednesday and the com-
mission did not set a time-
line for a final decision.

Munising City Commis-
sion meetings are available 
on the City of Munising’s 
YouTube page.

“
If you can only get 
$1 million from the 

state and the city has 
to pay $5 million for 
the project, a larger 
loan at a higher rate 
may still be the only 

workable path. 

Rod DesJardins

”

By Leann Espinoza
LMAS District
Health Department

The second annual 
National Home Visiting 
Week, observed April 
20-24, was a time to recog-
nize home visitors and the 
meaningful impact they 
have on maternal and child 
health outcomes.

Parenting can be chal-
lenging, but home-visiting 
professionals walk along-
side families every step of the 
way — empowering parents, 
building confidence and fos-
tering resilience. Through a 
variety of evidence-based 
models, home-visiting pro-
grams support healthy birth 
outcomes, promote family 
self-sufficiency and help 
ensure children enter school 
ready to succeed.

The LMAS District Health 
Department proudly offers 
four home-visiting pro-
grams that work together 
to support young families 
across our communities:

Maternal Infant 
Health Program

MIHP is a free insur-
ance benefit available 
to pregnant individuals 
and infants covered by 
Medicaid. The program 
provides essential sup-
port services to promote 
healthy pregnancies, 
positive birth outcomes 
and infant well-being. 
Services are delivered 
by registered nurses and 
licensed social workers.

Healthy Families 
Upper Peninsula

This program offers 
home visits from highly 
trained family support spe-
cialists who partner with 
families to strengthen par-
enting skills and support 
child health and develop-
ment. HFUP also connects 
families to community 
resources and helps them 
work toward self-suffi-
ciency, fostering safe, 
stable and nurturing home 
environments.

UP MOM Program
The UP MOM Program 

takes a whole-person 
approach to care, support-
ing women during preg-
nancy and up to 12 months 
postpartum. Community 
health workers assist  
individuals who have expe-
rienced, are currently expe-
riencing or are at risk for 
substance use challenges. 
The program focuses on 
reducing barriers and pro-
moting healthy lifestyles 
for both parent and child.

At LMAS, we are 
incredibly proud of our 
home visiting team. Their 
dedication, compassion 
and expertise make a last-
ing difference in the lives 
of local families. During 
this special week — and 
every week — we extend 
our sincere gratitude to 
these professionals for the 
vital work they do.

If you would like more 
information on any of 
these programs, reach out 
to uphvn@lmasdhd.org.

LMAS salutes home visiting
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By Samantha Meyer
Beacon Correspondent

ByGeorge Brewing Co. 
is expanding its reach 
across the Upper Peninsula 
through a new partnership 
with Pike Distributing. 
This expansion will bring 
its craft beer to more retail-
ers, bars and customers 
throughout the region. 

The recent distribution 
through Pike has already 
brought the products to 
new markets throughout 
the Upper Peninsula. 

“It’s been pretty level the 
last two months, but start-
ing to see more of a pres-
ence in Marquette County, 
Delta County,” said Jordan 
Humphrey of ByGeorge. 

While the brewery is 
currently focused on grow-
ing throughout the U.P., 
Humphrey said expansion 
outside the region could 
eventually follow.

“Eventually we hope 
further,” Humphrey said. 
“Not sure which way first, 
whether it’s big presence 
downstate, Wisconsin, 
both. Depends on how 

quickly we can grow this 
location.” 

Founder and owner 
George Schultz said 
the partnership came as 
demand for ByGeorge 
products continued to grow.

“Partnering with a 
distributor such as Pike 
gives us the opportunity to 
reach a broader audience 
in the U.P. and showcase 
our product line to more 
retailers and consumers,” 
Schultz said. “We have 
gained increased popular-
ity in Michigan, and the 
ByGeorge brand has taken 
off where it has become 
necessary to work with 

Pike to take it to the next 
level.” 

The brewery currently 
has about 15 beers with 
their own label that are 
available for distribution, 
while also continuing to 
create limited-run specialty 
brews for customers visit-
ing the brewery. 

Those one-off creations 
are typically kept in-house 
rather than distributed 
widely. This helps the 
brewery maintain unique 
offerings that have become 
popular with customers. 
With 18 taps available, 
Humphrey said the brewery 
has room to experiment.

“That’s the big part with 
18 taps now,” Humphrey 
said.

Schultz said the com-
pany’s long-term goals 
include creating additional 
opportunities within the 
community. 

“The goal is to hope-
fully grow into brewery 
expansion and a potential 
second production facility 
within the next few years,” 
Schultz said. “A larger 
facility means more sus-
tainable jobs for our com-
munity, which is a win-win 
scenario.” 

As tourism traffic begins 
picking up ahead of sum-
mer, the brewery expects to 
see an increase in demand 
in the coming weeks. Local 
businesses will begin 
reopening before Memo-
rial Day, which will also 
increase foot traffic in the 
area. 

“We haven’t seen a lot of 
busy yet,” Humphrey said. 
“The U.P. is just starting to 
see movement, but I antic-
ipate Memorial Day week-
end, we’ll sort of see a lot 
of movement.”

BUSINESS NEWS

ByGeorge taps into U.P. growth

By Melissa Wentarmini
Associate Editor

Libby Lewandowski was 
22 when she launched The 
Dream Bean out of a vin-
tage Volkswagen bus, haul-
ing coffee to music festivals 
and teaching yoga in the 
mornings before working 
the bus all day. Ten years 
later, she’s bringing some 
of that festival spirit home.

Stella Fest, a free com-
munity celebration mark-
ing The Dream Bean’s 
10th anniversary, takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Saturday, May 23 
at E21733 Braziel Street in 
Grand Marais. The event is 
named for Stella, the bus 
that became both the face 
of the business and the 
starting point for every-
thing that followed.

“We started doing festi-
vals with the bus,” Lewand-
owski said. “It just made 
sense to bring the festival 
to the community.”

For the first four years 
of the business, Lewand-
owski and Stella traveled 
regularly to music fes-
tivals across the region, 
building a customer base, 
event by event, before 
eventually settling into 
a more permanent home 
in Grand Marais. Stella 
Fest, she said, is intended 
to reflect much of what 
shaped those early years: 
music, community, family 

and a place for people 
to simply spend time 
together.

The day begins with 
beach yoga from 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m., taught by 
Lewandowski’s step-
mother. Both women are 
certified yoga instructors, 
and Lewandowski said 
yoga has long been part 
of The Dream Bean’s 
identity. The business 
also hosts seasonal beach 
yoga classes each sum-
mer, typically during July 
and August, and she said 
Stella Fest felt like a natu-
ral opportunity to incorpo-
rate that part of the busi-
ness into the anniversary 
celebration as well.

From there, the celebra-
tion shifts into live music 
and family activities. Hot 
Flat Pop, an acoustic cover 
group featuring Lewand-
owski’s brother, performs 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
playing what she described 

as “the playlist we’d lis-
ten to on a busy Saturday 
morning anyway, to get 
everyone vibing.” Her 
father will emcee the event, 
while another brother is 
also scheduled to perform 
later in the day.

Throughout the after-
noon, attendees can expect 
a petting zoo, bounce 
houses, face painting, hair 
tinsels, cornhole, giant 
Jenga and coffee-themed 
craft stations, along with 
a sensory bin for younger 
children, hourly giveaways 
and a prize wheel. 

A chair masseuse will 
offer 10-minute massages 
by donation, while hot dogs 
and Dream Bean drinks will 
be available for purchase. 
Free popcorn will also be 
provided. Organizers are 
opening the backyard area 
to give families space to 
spread out lawn chairs and 
blankets and stay for the 
afternoon.

“We just wanted to 
expand on what we do 
in general, which is fam-
ily-friendly and good 
times,” Lewandowski said.

Beneath the games and 
music, Stella Fest is also 
intended as a thank you to 
the customers who sup-
ported The Dream Bean 
from its earliest days. 
Lewandowski said she 
has spent the past several 
weeks posting throwback 
photos online from the 
business’s first year, revis-
iting the festivals, events 
and people that helped the 
company gain its footing.

“All of our customers 
are so kind and support-
ive,” she said. “They go the 
extra mile to leave reviews, 
to refer their friends. We 
really want this to be for 
the community and about 
them.”

Lewandowski said she 
has not yet decided whether 
Stella Fest will become an 
annual tradition or remain 
a one-time anniversary cel-
ebration, though ideas for 
future expansion — includ-
ing a possible coffee garden 
and even franchising — are 
beginning to surface as the 
business enters its second 
decade.

For now, though, the 
focus is less on what comes 
next than on celebrating the 
bus that started it all and 
the community that helped 
keep it going.

Dream Bean celebrates Stella anniversary

COMMUNITY

Anglers rally for 
annual classic

Wyatt Erickson, 12, of Ishpeming, holds the win-
ning salmon during the 2026 Munising Trout & 
Salmon Classic on Lake Superior. Erickson and 
the Sniper team won the Big Fish Salmon Cate-
gory and the Salmon Division.

Kayla Maki

By Nicole Gearhart
Beacon Correspondent

Despite a weekend 
spent on the water in 
mixed weather, orga-
nizers are calling the 
2026 Munising Trout 
& Salmon Classic, held 
May 16 and 17 on Lake 
Superior, a success.

“We were fortunate 
to have a great weather 
day Saturday for the 
event, and even though 
Sunday turned colder, 

the fishing actu-
ally picked up,” said 
Munising Fire Depart-
ment Chief Ryan “Red” 
Anderson. “That’s part 
of fishing on Lake 
Superior — conditions 
can change quickly, 
and the anglers adapted 
well all weekend. The 
community support 
throughout the tourna-
ment was tremendous.”

The event, sponsored 
by the Munising Visi-
tors Bureau and hosted 
by the Munising Fire 
Department, has been 
the department’s main 
fundraiser since 2013. 
Tournament proceeds 
directly benefit the 
MFD, helping to pro-
vide funding for essen-
tial equipment and 
daily operations.

“The amount of 
sponsor support and 
donated prizes this 
year was outstanding,” 
Anderson said. “We’re 
incredibly grateful 
to the businesses and 
individuals who con-
tinue to invest in this 
event and help us make 
it a success for both 
the fishermen and the 
community.”

Organizers said they 
had a decent turnout, 
with 47 teams regis-
tered for this year’s 
event. Teams were 
mostly local, with vis-
itors from Wisconsin 
and Minnesota filling 
out the ranks. “We were 
down a few boats, but 
for the most part, we’re 
happy with the result,” 
said MFD Assistant 
Chief Dave Fulcher.

Saturday saw partici-
pants on the water from 
5:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
followed by weigh-in 
at the American Legion 
Post 131 banquet hall. 
Afterward, anglers and 
the public alike were 
invited to a fish fry, 

with all fish cleaned 
by volunteers. On 
Sunday, fishing was 
followed by weigh-in 
and an awards cere-
mony. Organizers said 
they were happy to 
have community mem-
bers join them for the 
festivities.

“What makes the 
Trout & Salmon Clas-
sic special is that it’s 
more than just a fish-
ing tournament — it’s 
a community event,” 

Anderson said. “You 
see anglers, families, 
volunteers and local 
businesses all coming 
together for a good 
cause, and that’s some-
thing we’re proud to 
continue each year.”

After both days 
were wrapped up, lea-
derboards showed the 
“Sniper” team, led by 
captain Wyatt Erick-
son, leading the Big 
Fish Salmon Category 
with a weight of 16.79 
pounds, as well as the 
Salmon Division with 
44.73 pounds; the 
“Relentless” team with 
captain Nate Concha 
led the South Shore 
Combo Category with 
28.26 pounds; the 
“Outta Line” team with 
captain Dylan Holzen-
kamp leading the Trout 
Division with 114.56 
pounds; and the “Dan-
ger Zone” team with 
captain Colton Wiggins 
leading the Big Fish 
Trout Category with 
19.21 pounds.

For Sniper captain 
Wyatt Erickson, 12, 
of Ishpeming, fishing 
with his father, Ryan, 
48, and grandfather, 
Don, 72, has always 
been part of his life. 
Winning two catego-
ries was icing on the 
cake. “It was awe-
some,” Wyatt said, 
noting his favorite part 
of the tournament was 
“probably everything.”

Ryan said he is an 
avid fisherman, and 
always enjoys taking 
part in the classic. 
“I have fished tour-
naments all over the 
world and that’s prob-
ably the one of the best 
run ones there is,” he 
said.

For details, includ-
ing full leaderboard 
results, visit fishmunis-
ing.com.
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Across
1- Prince of India
5- Mess up
8- Mogadishu-born model
12- Work like ___
13- Native Alaskan
15- Othello villain
16- Fence opening
17- Slow, musically
18- Turkmenistan neigh-
bor
19- Patriach
22- We ___ the World
23- Scooby-___
24- Doesn’t keep
26- Son of Cheops
29- Beethoven’s Third
31- Gasteyer of “SNL”
32- Long narrow arm of 
the sea
34- Conductor Zubin
36- Smart-mouthed
38- Light ___
40- Barbecue fare
41- Pitcher Martinez
43- Like a mosquito bite
45- Doze
46- System of aircraft 
navigation
48- Hoyden
50- Dutch treat
51- Vegas roller
52- An ex of Frank
54- Depressed
61- Youngsters
63- Swahili for “freedom”
64- Latvia’s capital
65- Sign of the future
66- Composer Ned
67- “Trinity” author
68- High hair style
69- For instance
70- New Age musician 
John
 
Down
1- Sturdy wool fiber
2- Purim’s month
3- Spanish dance
4- To-do list
5- Zeno of ___
6- Regular payment for 
agreed hire
7- Batting Babe
8- Jr.’s junior
9- Cordial distilled from 
marascas
10- Culture medium
11- Fourth little piggy’s 
share

13- Leather saddlebag
14- ___ is human…
20- Tip, in a way
21- Part of a Clue accu-
sation
25- Echelon
26- They may buckle
27- Stubborn
28- Silk dye
29- Court order
30- Cornered
31- PC program
33- Deserter
35- Venomous viper
37- Trampled
39- Metallic element of 

the platinum family
42- Word-of-mouth
44- Primordial giant in 
Norse myth
47- Love, in Paris
49- Capital of Lebanon
52- Baseball family name
53- Repair
55- ___ Sorry Now?
56- Chapter of the Koran
57- One hunted
58- Lose pep
59- Sponsorship
60- Recipe amount
62- ___-Cat

BRAINTEASERS
CROSSWORD

CRYPTO FUN

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, bro-
ken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will appear by 
using the numeric clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle.

Fun By the Numbers

Like puzzles? Then 
you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from 
the moment you square 
off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your su-
doku savvy to the test.

OUTDOORS

Prescribed burns planned  
in Hiawatha National Forest
By Melissa Wentarmini
Associate Editor

Prescribed burns planned 
this year in the Hiawatha 
National Forest will take 
place on familiar ground 
for Alger County residents, 
including areas near Au 
Train and on Grand Island, 
where fire managers say 
low-intensity burns are 
designed to reduce wild-
fire risk while minimizing 
long-term disruption.

According to the U.S. 
Forest Service, one planned 
unit covers roughly 156 
acres near Au Train, not far 
from the M-28 corridor, 
while a second, larger unit of 
about 337 acres is located on 
Grand Island in the Tombolo 
area. Both are categorized as 
low-intensity “underburns,” 
a term the Forest Service 
uses to describe a method 
that targets leaf litter, small 
brush and downed wood 
while leaving most mature 
trees intact.

The work is part of a 
broader effort across the 
Hiawatha and Ottawa 
national forests, where 
prescribed fire is used to 
manage fuel buildup and 
maintain forest health.

During active burns, 
impacts to residents and 
visitors are expected to be 
minimal, though awareness 
is still important.

“People may see smoke 
and flames from roads or 
areas downwind of the 
burn,” said Chelsea Kallery, 
public affairs officer for the 
Hiawatha National Forest. 
“Smoke may also settle in 
low-lying areas, especially 
in the evening and early 
morning.” 

Drivers traveling near 
burn sites may encounter 
reduced visibility and are 
advised to slow down and 
use headlights when neces-
sary. Air quality conditions 
can be monitored in real 
time through the website 
AirNow, which provides 
localized updates during 
fire activity.

Timing, however, is far 
less predictable than Forest 
Service maps might sug-
gest. Fire managers plan 
burns around a narrow set of 
conditions, including wind 
direction, humidity, tem-
perature and fuel moisture. 
While the Forest Service 
provides advance notice 
when possible through its 
website, social media and 
local partners, final deci-
sions are often made the day 
of a planned burn.

“Conditions can change 
quickly, so crews make 
final go or no-go decisions 
on the day of the burn,” 
Kallery said, noting that 
shifting weather patterns 
can delay or cancel opera-
tions with little notice.

Because of that variabil-
ity, residents are encouraged 
to monitor updates through 
the Forest Service website, 
local channels and inciweb.
wildfire.gov, which pro-
vides active fire information 
as conditions evolve.

Access to certain areas 
may also be affected, par-
ticularly during active igni-
tion and while crews mon-
itor burn sites afterward. 
Depending on the size and 
complexity of a unit, clo-
sures can last from a single 
day to several days before 
areas are reopened to the 
public.

On the mainland near Au 
Train, that could mean tem-
porary limitations on for-
est roads or nearby access 
points, while on Grand 
Island, visitors may encoun-
ter short-term disruptions 
to trails or backcountry use 
depending on where activity 
is taking place.

Forest officials say the 
tradeoff is a reduced risk of 
more severe wildfires in the 
future. Without manage-
ment, Kallery said, layers 
of forest and woody debris 
accumulate on the forest 
floor, creating conditions 
that can fuel hotter, fast-
er-moving fires. 

“Without prescribed fire 
and other active forest man-
agement, forest fuels such 
as leaves, needles, brush 
and downed wood continue 
to build up,” Kallery said. 
“That increases the risk 
of more intense and hard-
er-to-control wildfires.”

Prescribed burns are 
intended to interrupt that 
cycle, lowering overall fire 
intensity while supporting 
ecosystems that evolved 
with periodic fire.

The visual changes are 
often subtle at first, but 
noticeable over time. In the 
weeks following a burn, 
Kallery said, new plant 
growth can emerge quickly 
as sunlight reaches the for-
est floor. Over the next year 
or two, burned areas may 
appear more open, with 
less dense undergrowth and 
a mix of regenerating vege-
tation. Standing dead trees, 
known as snags, can also 
provide habitat for birds 
and other wildlife, con-
tributing to a more diverse 
landscape.
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Brewing Co.
Trivia Night: 6:30 p.m.; Whisky Dick’s.

Trenary
Munising Memorial Mobile Health Unit visit:  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Township Hall parking lot, 2995 
M-67.

Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Saturday, May 23
Au Train

Solar array tour: 1 to 4 p.m.; E4775 M-28.
Live music featuring Tumbleweed Taylor: 6 to 8 

p.m.; The Brownstone Inn.

Chatham
Solar array tour: 1 to 4 p.m.; 6301 Rock River 

Road.

Eben Junction
Nifty Thrifty Pantry: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; ET Road 

at M-94.

Grand Marais
Stella Fest: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; The Dream Bean. 
Live music featuring Hot Flat Pop:  

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; The Dream Bean.
Live music featuring Andy Raymond: 7 p.m.; 

Grand Marais Tavern.

Munising
Beach yoga: 8:30 a.m.; The Dream Bean.
Slow Flow Yoga: 10 a.m.; First Presbyterian 

Church basement.
Author meet and greet with Christine Pleiman: 

10 a.m.; Falling Rock Cafe & Bookstore.
Solar array tour: 1 to 4 p.m.; Open Wings Pot-

tery & Gallery, E9795 CR-H58.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Wetmore
Sam Corp live music: Midway General Store.

Sunday, May 24
Grand Marais

Grand Marais AA meeting: 1 p.m.; basement 
meeting room, Holy Rosary Catholic Church.

Munising
Silent Book Club: 2 to 4 p.m.; Falling Rock 

Cafe & Bookstore.
Blue in Review AA open meeting.: 7 p.m.; Pres-

byterian Church, 402 Elm Ave.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Monday, May 25
Chatham

Chatham VFW Memorial Day service: 10 a.m.; 
All Veterans Memorial.

Superior Central Schools Board of Education 
meeting: 7 p.m.; Superior Central Library.

Chrismas
Munising Lions Club meeting: 6 p.m.; V.V.A. 

Clubhouse, Jingle Bell Lane.

Grand Marais
Munising Memorial Mobile Health Unit visit: 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sandee Sibbald Medical Center, 
21843 Grand Marais Ave.

Munising
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry: noon to 3 p.m.; 413 

Maple St.
Alger County Road Commission meeting:  

4 p.m.; ACTC E9427 M-28  
Bingo: doors open at 5 p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 

1386.
Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; American Legion Post 131.
Munising Public Schools Board of Education 

meeting: 6 p.m.; Room 2178, Munising High/Mid-
dle School.

Pickleball Open Play: 6:30 p.m.; APRD.

Onota
Onota Historical Society meeting: 6 p.m.; Onota 

Township Hall.

Trenary
Food pantry: 2 to 4 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Wetmore
Wetmore Community Club meeting: 6 p.m.; 

Wetmore Township Community Building.

Tuesday, May 26
Au Train

Au Train AA meeting - open meeting: 7 p.m.; 
Au Train Community Center, N7569 Spruce St.

Eben Junction
Nifty Thrifty Pantry donations accepted: 11 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.; ET Road at M-94.

Grand Marais
GM Helping Hands Food Pantry: 3 to 5 p.m.; 

First Lutheran Church, E21677 Braziel St.

Munising
Alger Community Pantry: noon to 3:30 p.m.; 

414 E. Munising Ave.
Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; American Legion Post 131.
Member meeting: 6 p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 

1386.
Trenary

Food pantry: 2 to 4 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Wednesday, May 27
Eben Junction

Nifty Thrifty Pantry: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; ET Road 
at M-94.

Limestone
Limestone Township Board meeting: 7 p.m.; 

Office of Limestone Township, N2690 State High-
way 67.

Munising
St. Vincent de Paul Pantry: noon to 3 p.m.; 413 

Maple St.
Tai Chi for Arthritis: 1:15 p.m.; First Presbyte-

rian Church.
Jammers!: 2 to 4 p.m.; Falling Rock Cafe & 

Bookstore.
Facing the Mourning grief group: 10:30 a.m.; 

Munising United Methodist Church, 312 Lynn St.
Cribbage tournament: 6 p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 

1386.
Munising Planning Commission meeting:  

6 p.m.; City Commission Chambers, City Hall, 

301 E. Superior St.
Co-ed pickleball league: 6:30 p.m.; Central 

Community Center Gymnasium.
Yoop Dog Yoga, Gentle Yoga: 6:30 p.m.; Down 

Wind Sports.
Munising 1st Group AA meeting: 8 p.m.; Eden 

Lutheran Church.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Thursday, May 28
Grand Marais

GM Helping Hands Pantry: 3 to 5 p.m.; First 
Lutheran Church, E21677 Braziel St.

Munising
Annual Plant and Flower Sale: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 

Munising Baptist Church and School, N6285 Con-
nors Rd.

Facing the Mourning grief group: 10:30 a.m.; 
Munising United Methodist Church, 312 Lynn St.

Alger Community Pantry: noon to 3:30 p.m.; 
414 E. Munising Ave.

Casual/Party Bridge: noon to 4 p.m.; United 
Methodist Church.

19th Annual Hometown Art Gala opening: 5 to 7 
p.m.; Gallery Coffee Co.

Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; American Legion Post 131.
Acoustic jam: 6 to 8 p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 

1386.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.
Free community meal by Feeding Hearts Inc.:  

6 to 8 p.m.; Trenary Community Building.

Friday, May 29
Munising

12 and 12 AA open meeting.: 9 a.m.; United 
Methodist Church, 312 Lynn St.

Annual Plant and Flower Sale: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Munising Baptist Church and School, N6285 Con-
nors Rd.

Fish fry: 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 
1386.

Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; American Legion Post 131.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Trenary Tavern.

Saturday, May 30
Eben Junction

Nifty Thrifty Pantry: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; ET Road 
at M-94.

Munising
Slow Flow Yoga: 10 a.m.; basement of the First 

Presbyterian Church.
Annual Plant & Flower Sale: 9 a.m. to noon; 

Munising Baptist Church & School, N6285 Con-
nors Rd.

Sunday, May 31
Grand Marais

Grand Marais AA meeting: 1 p.m.; basement 
meeting room, Holy Rosary Catholic Church.

Munising
Silent Book Club: 2 to 4 p.m.; Falling Rock 

Cafe & Bookstore.
Blue in Review AA open meeting: 7 p.m.; Pres-

byterian Church, 402 Elm Ave.

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 12



12    May 20, 2026     The Munising Beacon

Have an upcoming 
event, meeting, live 
music performance, 
fundraiser or commu-
nity announcement? 
Email calendar@
munisingbeaconmedia.
com for consideration 
in the Munising Beacon 
community calendar. 
Calendar listings are 
published space per-
mitting and should be 
submitted as early as 
possible with complete 
event details including 
date, time and location.

Wednesday, May 20
Chatham

Munising Memorial 
Mobile Health Unit 
visit: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
carpool parking lot, 
N1600 M-94.

Eben Junction
Nifty Thrifty Pantry: 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; ET 
Road at M-94.

Grand Marais
Grand Marais Wom-

en’s Club meeting: 
7 p.m.; Community 
Center.

Munising
Munising Downtown 

Development Authority 
meeting: 8 a.m.; Alger 
County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Kiwanis Club of 
Alger County meeting: 
noon; Westminster 
Hall, First Presbyterian 
Church of Munising.

Feeding America food 
distribution: noon to  
2 p.m.; Wesleyan 
Church.

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Pantry: noon to 3 p.m.; 
413 Maple St.

Tai Chi for Arthritis: 
1:15 p.m.; First Presby-
terian Church.

Alger County Brown-
field Redevelopment 
Authority meeting: 1:30 
p.m.; Alger County 
Courthouse Boardroom.

Jammers!: 2 to 4 
p.m.; Falling Rock Cafe 
& Bookstore.

APRD board meeting: 
3:15 p.m.; APRD Office

Alger County Demo-
cratic Party meeting:  
5 p.m.; Munising Town-
ship Hall.

Community yoga:  
 

5:30 p.m.; Gallery Cof-
fee Co.

Cribbage tournament: 
6 p.m.; Moose Lodge 
No. 1386.

Munising City Com-
mission meeting:  
6 p.m.; City Hall

Co-ed pickleball 
league: 6:30 p.m.; Cen-
tral Community Center 
Gymnasium.

Yoop Dog Yoga, 
Gentle Yoga: 6:30 p.m.; 
Down Wind Sports.

Grand Island Shanty 
Club sing-along: 7 
p.m.; East Channel 
Brewing Co.

Munising 1st Group 
AA meeting: 8 p.m.;  
 

Eden Lutheran Church.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.; Trenary 
Tavern.

Food and community 
discussion: 4 p.m.; 
Trenary Community 
Building.

Thursday, May 21
Au Train

Live music featuring 
Troy Graham: 6 to 8 
p.m.; The Brownstone 
Inn. 

Grand Marais
GM Helping Hands 

Pantry: 3 to 5 p.m.;  
 

First Lutheran Church, 
E21677 Braziel St.

Munising
Facing the Mourn-

ing grief group: 10:30 
a.m.; Munising United 
Methodist Church, 312 
Lynn St.

Alger Community 
Pantry: noon to 3:30 
p.m.; 414 E. Munising 
Ave.

Casual/Party Bridge: 
noon to 4 p.m.; United 
Methodist Church.

Free store: 1 to 3 
p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m.; 
Eden Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.

Discover Innovate 
Marquette Resources & 
Opportunities for Your 
Business: 4:30 p.m.; 
Falling Rock Cafe & 
Bookstore.

Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; 
American Legion Post 
131.

Special City of 
Munising meeting:  
6 p.m.; City Hall.

Acoustic jam: 6 to 8 
p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 
1386.

Senior All-Nighter 
Committee meeting:  
7 p.m.; Munising High 
School cafeteria.

Trenary
Food pantry: 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.; Trenary 
Tavern.

Free community meal 
by Feeding Hearts Inc.: 
6 to 8 p.m.; Trenary 
Community Building.

Friday, May 22
Au Train

Live music featuring 
Tumbleweed Taylor:  
6 to 8 p.m.; The Brown-
stone Inn.

Munising
12 and 12 AA meet-

ing - open meeting:  
9 a.m.; United Method-
ist Church, 312 Lynn 
St.

Fish fry: 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m.; Moose Lodge No. 
1386.

Fish fry: 5 to 8 p.m.; 
American Legion Post 
131.

By George Brewery 
home opener:  
6 to 9 p.m.; ByGeorge 
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Welding student Calla Porter works with a torch inside the Jacobetti Complex welding lab at Northern Michi-
gan University. Porter, a Superior Central graduate from Traunik, is entering her final year in NMU’s Welding 
program and plans to pursue a career as a Certified Welding Inspector after graduation.

Photo courtesy of Northern Michigan University Jacobetti Complex
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